Abstract. The main aim of the study was to verify relations between the level of socioeconomic development and the quality of local government institutions. The spatial range of the study comprised Greater Poland as an administrative region, i.e. Greater Poland Voivodeship. Rural and rural-urban communes were the subjects of the study. The research spanned the period of 2016. The empirical research material was acquired from a questionnaire survey (2011) showed that institutions were the determinant strengthening development (the high quality of institutions coincided with high socioeconomic development). The quality of institutions was significantly diversified according to the level of development.
Introduction
New institutional economics (NIE) has bridged a significant gap in neoclassical economics. The NIE programme assumes that the institutional structure of economics and society is a determinant of market processes. Therefore, institutions should be the main of research object. According to the thesis that institutions have significance, the NIE attempts to economically explain the existence, entities. Good institutions should fulfil specific functions; for example, they should help to transfer information, define and secure proprietary rights and contracts as well as improve competitiveness (Milaszewicz D., 2011) .
Research method
The spatial range of the study encompasses Greater Poland, understood as an administrative region, i.e. Greater Poland Voivodeship. Rural communes and rural-urban communes in Greater Poland Voivodeship will be the research subject encompassing 117 rural communes and 90 ruralurban communes. The empirical material was obtained from the following sources: the Local Data Bank of the Central Statistical Office, data from a survey questionnaire (2011).Measurements referred to 2016. The research procedure consisted of the following steps: 1. measurement of the socioeconomic development and quality of institutions; 2. determination of relations between the level of development and quality of institutions.
The object of the study was the development of rural areas in Greater Poland Voivodeship, which was identified by comparison of the synthetic features of the following factors: location rent, technical infrastructure, social infrastructure, human capital, social capital and local finance (Table 1) . Pearson's correlation coefficient were used as the basis for assessment of statistical premises. The former was enable elimination of the variables with low information value from the set, whereas the latter was used to assess the strength of correlation between the variables. The analysis also comprised the diagonal elements of inverse matrix to correlation matrix R in order to check the correctness of the condition numbers of the matrices.
The next step was to involve normalisation of the values of simple features (unitization is proposed), which consists in unification of the character and making the feature values comparable by removing their nominals and unification of the lines of values. Table 2 The measure of assessment of local government institutions In order to verify the hypotheses with statistically significant equal averages, due to the selected criterion of the division of communes (development level), the analysis of ANOVA variance was extended with applying the Tukey post-hoc test.
Research results and discussion 1. Characterisation of rural areas in Greater Poland Voivodeship
The measurement of the socioeconomic development enabled classification of rural areas in Greater Poland. They were divided into four classes differing in the level of development. Figure 1 shows the spatial diversification of the grouping. with class 1, these communes were characterised by worse financial situation, especially lesser financial independence, lower income and lower investment potential. This situation resulted in the average level of infrastructure. The biggest differences were noted in the inhabitants' access to sewage and gas networks, nursery schools and health service. As far as the human and social capital are concerned, the values in this class were similar to those in class 1. These areas need further investments so that their infrastructure will meet the inhabitants' expectations.
In nearly a half of rural areas in Greater Poland (99 communes, 48 % of the total number) the level of development was lower than average. The areas are relatively equally distributed around the region, but most of them are located in the north and east. Apart from the human capital, the values of all the other components were below the average level. The primary condition of the level of development in these communes is their location rent. These areas are characterised by worse conditions for the development of agriculture and low spatial accessibility. They are less populated.
The natural barriers, such as forests and lakes, result in worse infrastructure in these areas. The costs of their development are higher than average. The condition of local finance, low income and low financial independence are considerable limitations to investments and changes in the situation of these communes. They have a chance for development if the local authorities acquire external funds. This might trigger the endogenic resources of these communes.
Source: author's elaboration (especially sewage and gas networks), low spatial accessibility and poor quality of roads.
Additionally, these areas do not have their own investment capacity due to the poor condition of local finance. Thus, the infrastructural gap is growing due to the accumulation of negative feedbacks. For this reason, these areas should remain within the zone of influence of the regional and rural policies to overcome their peripheral character and trigger their local potential. The active influence of regional authorities on these entities will enable implementation of the sustainable development policy and it may prevent further marginalisation or exclusion of these areas.
The quality of institutions in rural areas
The quality of institutions was measured in order to identify their significance to the socioeconomic development of rural areas. As was assumed, the research concentrated on formal institutions (local authorities and commune councils) in selected areas, especially on the good institution attribute, which is manifested by the capacity to generate development stimuli. Table 3 shows the values of components of the quality of institutions in relation to the socioeconomic development classes.
The analysis of variance (ANOVA) was used to investigate the quality of institutions according to the level of socioeconomic development. The analysis proved the significance of differences between the mean values in each three of the five areas under analysis. There were no significant differences between the mean values referring to the development classes in the areas of international cooperation and cooperation with non-governmental organisations. The lack of significant differences in these areas resulted from the communes' lesser interest in this activity when Poland joined the European Union. In fact, many formal partnerships do not function in practice. As far as the area related with the triggering of grassroots resources, such as nongovernmental organisations, is concerned, it is difficult to analyse it with measurable indicators.
However, on the other hand, commune authorities are gaining skills in effective delegation of their tasks to non-governmental organisations. As far as the other three areas with significant differences between the classes are concerned, there were high values in the class of welldeveloped communes. The aspect of domestic cooperation with other entities is very often decisive to the access to information, knowledge and the possibility to lobby for one's own initiatives The analysis of variance concerning the quality of institutions in the areas analysed in terms of the level of socioeconomic development Table 4 .
The quality (and its individual areas) of institutions as a determinant of rural development should be considered together with other conditions, which affect the state of institutions with different impact and direction. It is noteworthy that the results showed that the quality of institutions was characterised by high individuality. The communes with good institutions neighboured the poorest ones. It is necessary to continue the research to understand the mechanisms of local development, especially in institutions.
Discussion
Economists generally accept the thesis that institutional changes have considerable influence on economic growth and other effects of management. In spite of this fact, so far the mechanism of relations between them has not been thoroughly investigated or described ( The research task will bridge the gap in reference literature. It may enrich the methodology of research on institutions, which is an important element postulated by representatives of new institutional economics. Simultaneously, the author will search for the determinant s of the quality of institutions, which will be a cognitive contribution to the attempt to identify the mechanisms leading from higher quality institutions to higher level of development.
Conclusions, proposals, recommendations
The development or rural areas Greater Poland Voivodeship is significantly diversified. This diversity is mostly caused by endogenic factors (location rent), which affect other aspects of development. The areas characterised by high level of development are located within the zone of influence of the regional city as well as subregional centres. This fact proves that cities are significant to rural development, especially their nearest surroundings.
At the other end of the distribution there are areas facing the risk of marginalisation or exclusion from development. The share of these communes amounted to 10 %. There were numerous negative feedbacks -the peripheral location coincided with poor conditions for agricultural development, poor demographic situation and infrastructure. The infrastructural gap cannot be bridged by grassroots initiatives due to the poor condition of local finance.
The quality of local institutions is significantly diversified. There are good institutions in the areas characterised by high level of development. The quality of institutions decreased along with the level of development. The dependence relation was not sufficiently identified in the research.
Therefore, it should be continued to find the mechanisms leading from the better quality of institutions to higher development.
To sum up, the rural policy should be not only territorially oriented but it should also strengthen local institutions in the least developed areas.
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